Sehool Elections

The recent student body election assembly was anything but boring, as candidates brought creativity
and humor to the stage while campaigning for their positions. Instead of just giving speeches, many students
performed entertaining skits to stand out and connect with the audience.

Willis, who ran for president, teamed up with his dad for a memorable performance. The two sang a
rock song together, turning the assembly into what felt like a mini concert. The crowd loved the energy, and it
clearly paid off, as Willis was ultimately elected president. Also running for president, Nephi took a different
approach with a skit set in an office. His performance focused more on humor and acting, delivering a funny,
relatable scene that kept everyone engaged.

For secretary, Cooper Bird brought sports into the mix with a basketball-themed skit. His performance
showed off both his personality and his interests, making it easy for students to remember him. Lagon Halls,
who ran for vice president, went all out with a hippie-themed singing skit. With music and a fun theme, his act
stood out as one of the most unique of the assembly.

Running for historian, Bodee took a musical route as well. He performed the song Indigo alongside Mia
Dayton, creating a more laid-back but still impressive moment in the assembly.

Overall, the election assembly was full of creativity, talent, and school spirit. Each candidate found their
own way to stand out, making it a fun experience for the entire student body and a reminder that leadership can
come with personality, too.

- Paisley Wood

Your Voice, Your Vote

Election week at school was a great reminder of something bigger: voting doesn't stop at school. Civic
responsibility might sound like a big, formal idea, but it really comes down to something simple: using your
voice.

For juniors and seniors getting close to (or already at) 18, voting is one of the easiest ways to have a
real say in what happens in your community and your future. And yeah, school elections are a fun place to
practice that, but the same energy applies to what's happening in our town, our state, and the country.

A lot of decisions that affect us, like school funding, local policies, and community resources, are made
by people who are elected. If young people don't vote, those decisions get made without our perspective.
Showing up and participating helps make sure our generation is actually represented.

Getting registered in Wyoming is pretty straightforward. Fill out a voter registration form and turn it in to
your local clerk at Town Hall. All you need is the form and a driver's license. You can find the official form here:
Wyoming Voter Reqistration Form



https://sos.wyo.gov/Forms/Elections/General/VoterRegistrationForm.pdf
https://sos.wyo.gov/Forms/Elections/General/VoterRegistrationForm.pdf
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Not totally sure how the process
works? That's okay. Teachers,
office staff, family members, or
local officials are all great
resources if you have questions or
need a hand getting started.

Being involved doesn't
mean you have to know
everything about politics. It just
means you care enough to take
part. So go vote in school election
week, and when the time comes,
take that same energy to the polls.
Your voice matters. Use it.

- Editorial Board

Sunshine, Sports, and Summer
Adventures

As the school year comes
to an end and graduation quickly
approaches, students everywhere
are beginning to look forward to
the freedom and excitement of
summer. After months of
homework, tests, early mornings,
and busy schedules, summer
gives everyone a chance to relax,
spend time with friends and family,
and enjoy the outdoors. Whether
students are athletes,
adventurers, or simply looking for
fun ways to pass the time, there
are countless activities that make
summer unforgettable.

For many students, softball
season becomes one of the
highlights of summer. Long
evenings spent at the ball field,
traveling to tournaments, and
practicing with teammates create
memories that last a lifetime. The
sound of the bat cracking against
the ball, cheering from the dugout,
and late-night stops for food after
games are traditions many
students look forward to every
year. Sports help keep students
active while also bringing
communities together throughout
the summer months.

Others are excited for
outdoor adventures like fishing
and camping. Families and friends
often head to lakes, rivers, or

mountain campsites to escape
busy schedules and enjoy
nature. Fishing trips can begin
before sunrise, with calm water
and cool morning air creating
the perfect environment to
relax. Camping allows people to
disconnect from technology and
enjoy campfires, hiking trails,
and nights spent under the
stars. These experiences often
become some of the best
memories of summer vacation.

Of course, summer
would not be complete without
swimming and riding around on
four wheelers, motorbikes, and
side-by-sides.

Hot afternoons at pools,
rivers, or reservoirs give
everyone a chance to cool off
and spend time with friends.

-
-
-
-
-
-
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Meanwhile, riding trails and dirt
roads on off-road vehicles brings
excitement and adventure to
nearly every weekend. Whether
it is cruising through muddy
trails, climbing hills, or simply
exploring the outdoors, these
activities give students a sense
of freedom that only summer can
provide.

Although the school year
may be ending, the memories
and adventures of summer are
just beginning. From sports and
camping trips to swimming and
outdoor riding, students
everywhere are ready to make
the most of the months ahead
before another school year
begins.

- Jaden Price
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Why Summer Romances Don’t Usually Last

There is something about summer that makes
everything feel more exciting, especially
relationships. With no school, fewer responsibilities,
and more time to hang out, it seems like the perfect
season to fall for someone. Whether it is at a camp,
on vacation, or just someone you start talking to
more once school is out, summer romances can feel
intense and fun. But as great as they seem at the
moment, most of them do not last very long.

One big reason is that summer creates a kind
of bubble. Life is more relaxed, and people act
differently than they do during the school year.
Without homework, sports, and daily stress,
relationships feel easier and more exciting. You might
spend more time together than you normally would,
which can make things feel deeper than they actually
are. But once that feeling fades, things begin to
change.

Distance is another major factor. A lot of
summer relationships happen with people you do not
see regularly. Maybe they live in a different town, or
you only met them during a trip. When summer ends,
staying connected becomes harder. Texting and
calling are not the same as seeing someone in
person, and over time, the connection can fade.

When school starts again, real life comes
back fast. Busy schedules, homework, sports, and
other commitments take up most of your time. What
once felt easy now takes effort, and not every
relationship can handle that shift. Some summer
romances are also based more on the moment than
on a strong connection, so when everything goes
back to normal, it does not feel the same.

In the end, summer romances do not usually
fail because something went wrong. They belong to a
specific time. They are fun, memorable, and
sometimes meaningful, but they are often meant to
stay part of summer and not last forever.

- Paisley Wood

When Summer Isn’t What You Expected

Summer is often imagined as the best
time of the year, filled with nonstop fun, freedom,
and unforgettable memories. Many students
picture late nights with friends, exciting trips, and
something new happening every single day.
Social media and movies make it seem like
summer is one long adventure where everything
is perfect and nothing ever gets boring. However,
the reality can be very different for many people.

After the first few weeks, the excitement
can start to wear off. Sleeping in every day might
sound amazing at first, but it can quickly become
repetitive. Without school to give structure, some
students feel unmotivated or unsure of how to
spend their time. Plans with friends do not always
happen, and not everyone gets to go on
vacations or do big activities. Instead, days can
start to blend, making summer feel slower than
expected.

Even though summer is not always as
exciting as people imagine, that does not mean it
is a bad thing. The slower pace can give people
time to relax, think, and focus on themselves.
Whether it is picking up a new hobby, spending
time with family, or just enjoying a quiet day, those
moments still matter.

In the end, summer does not have to be
perfect to be meaningful. It is about making the
most of what you have and learning to appreciate
both the exciting and ordinary parts of the season.

- Paisley Wood

Golden sunsets glow
Quiet waves drift through warm nights
Summer slows softly
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Parking This Year

We had some pretty questionable parking
this year, starting with all the boys trying to park
sideways to start a trend. At first, it was kind of
funny, but then more people started doing it, and the
parking lot slowly became more confusing every
day. They also tried something new by parking
horizontally, which did not look the best but was
pretty interesting to watch. Honestly, nobody really
knew what was going on half the time, including the
people trying to park.

We also saw several times when Kooper,
Kycen, and Cole attempted to box Kenzi into the
parking lot. Somehow, they always thought it was
hilarious. One time, the cop even attempted to help
with that, which made the whole situation even
funnier.

Airica also continued to show up late to
school and absolutely SMACK the light post with her
car. Surprisingly, the light post survived the school
year. At this point, the parking lot probably deserves
its own award for everything it went through this
year.

Overall, parking this year was chaotic,
entertaining, and definitely never boring.

- Airica Brook

Who's the Best at Getting Out of Class?

We were recently discussing the many
creative ways students try to get out of doing work
this time of year. Some students try to distract
teachers by asking interesting off-topic questions,
while others rely on begging, bargaining, requesting
incentives, or making ridiculous “chance deals” in
hopes of avoiding assignments for the day. While
every class has a few experts at this strategy, one
class has built a reputation for taking it to an entirely
different level.

The journalism class has voted that the
freshman class is the best at getting out of classwork,
or at least attempting to.

The teachers who have the freshmen have
voted and decided that they only succeed 86.52% of
the time, on average, when they try to get out of
class. But this class has decided that they try every
day, at least 99.99% of the time during most classes.
It just depends on their mood and the teacher's mood
that day.

The freshmen have set a reputation for
themselves, both good and bad. The good reputation
is that they behave when they are not trying to get out
of class. The bad reputation is the fact that they do try
to get out of class. Rumor has it that the freshman
class is most teachers’ favorite class.

When a test comes around, these kids prove
that they are smart, surprising teachers with their
really high test scores. For example, the freshmen
received 100% proficient or advanced on their
reading and writing WYTOPP. Because of their high
scores on tests, the freshmen have earned at least 20
cooking and baking sessions, another way these
students avoid classwork.

Not only are these students really good at
sweet talking teachers into not doing assignments or
work that day, they are also great with bribery, chance
deals, and winning them. From half court shots to “If |
throw my phone in the slot and make it, can we...”
deals, these kids have won 87.5% of these games or
deals.

Even though they are never in class or doing
their assignments, this class makes sure they are the
favorite by slowly making teachers think it was his or
her idea, not the students’. That is their secret
weapon. They are masters of reverse psychology.

Overall, it is guessed that by their senior year,
this class will go down in history for avoiding the most
assignments and even getting extra credit just
because they can.

- Briquelle Peck and Nathan Keller
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Entertainment
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Running Beyond Limits: McFarland, USA
Movie Review

With track season in full swing, McFarland,
USA is the perfect movie for students and athletes to
watch. Based on a true story, the film follows Coach
Jim White, played by Kevin Costner, as he moves to
the small farming town of McFarland, California, and
discovers a group of hardworking students with
incredible talent for cross country running.

What makes this movie stand out is that it is
not just about sports. It focuses on determination,
teamwork, family, and pushing through difficult
situations. The runners train while balancing school,
family responsibilities, and long hours working in the
fields. Even when they are exhausted, they continue to
show up and work hard. That message connects well
with student athletes everywhere, especially during a
busy spring sports season.

The movie also does a great job showing how
a team becomes a family. The runners support each
other both on and off the course, and Coach White
learns just as much from the athletes as they learn
from him. The racing scenes are exciting and
motivating, especially for anyone involved in track or
cross country.

Overall, McFarland, USA is an inspiring sports
movie with a strong message about perseverance and
believing in yourself. It is the kind of movie that leaves
viewers motivated long after it ends, making it a great
choice during track season.

- Editorial Board

Magic, Mystery, and Mayhem: Amari and
the Night Brothers Review

If you enjoy magical worlds, hidden secrets,
and fast paced adventures, Amari and the Night
Brothers is definitely worth reading. Written by B.
B. Alston, the novel follows Amari Peters as she
searches for answers about her missing brother
and discovers a supernatural world far bigger and
more dangerous than she ever imagined.

The book has a lot in common with stories
like Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone and
Percy Jackson & the Olympians: The Lightning
Thief. Like those books, it introduces readers to a
hidden magical society filled with unusual
creatures, powerful abilities, and dangerous
mysteries. However, Amari and the Night Brothers
still feels original because of Amari’s personality
and the unique world surrounding her.

One of the best parts of the novel is Amari
herself. She is determined, funny, and easy to root
for, especially when she struggles with feeling like
she does not belong. The story balances humor,
action, and emotional moments really well, making
it hard to put down once things begin to unfold.

The world building is creative without
becoming confusing, and the mystery keeps
readers guessing throughout the story. There are
plenty of twists, exciting challenges, and moments
that make you want to keep reading “just one more
chapter.”

Overall, Amari and the Night Brothers is an
entertaining and imaginative fantasy novel that
would appeal to fans of magical adventures and
underdog heroes.

- Editorial Board

B. B. ALSTON' &
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The Morning After You’re Gone

The morning after you take your life
The world will look almost the same
Leftovers in the fridge
Keys hanging by the door
Your phone still on the charger

Except now there are unread messages
From someone who was always there -
Just trying to give you space
Someone will break something
Because they never learned how to cry
Or how to show what they feel
Their grief won't fall from their eyes
It will build in their chest
Until they feel as lost as you once did

One of your friends will sit in their car
For a long time
Thinking they should’ve been there more
Now not knowing how to walk through a door
Without you on the other side
Time won’t move for your family and friends
It will collapse -

Because nothing feels the same without you
Your room will stay almost the same
Laundry still scattered on the floor
That unfinished project on your desk
Your car will stay parked
Your shoes by the door
Your jacket, your toothbrush -

They will stay longer than you ever did
Because you thought you had no one

But there was more love than you could see
Trying to break through the weight on your chest
You won’t know what moment could’ve changed

things

The person you hadn’t met yet
The relief that was closer than you realized
You won’t know
You were about to start getting better
About to heal
About to build something new

Because you might leave this world behind
But for the people who love you -
The world leaves with you
So if you're still here, even barely

Just stay
Let tomorrow have its chance

- Jaden Price

Don’t Quit

When things go wrong as they sometimes will,
When the roas you're trudging seems all up hill,
When the funds are low and the debts are Eigh
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,

Rest if you must, but d¥)n't you quit.

Life is strange with its twists and turns

As every one of us sometimes learns

And many a failure comes about

When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don't give up though the pace seems slow—
You may succeed with another blow.

Success is failure turned inside out—

The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,

And you never can tell just how close you are,

It may be near when it seems so far;

So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit—

It'’s when things seem worst that you must not quit.

For all the sad words of tongue or pen
The saddest are these: “It might have been!”

~John Greenleaf Whittier
(1807-1892)

Top 10 Hidden Gems Near Cokeville

If you live in southwest Wyoming, you're
secretly surrounded by some incredible day-trip
destinations. Here are ten hidden gems within
about two hours of Cokeville that are perfect for
summer exploring, family trips, photography,
hiking, or just getting out of town.

1. Minnetonka Cave Monument

One of the coolest places near Cokeville.
This massive limestone cave has underground
rooms filled with stalactites, stalagmites, and
winding stairways. The cave stays around 40°F
year-round, making it perfect during hot summer
weather.

2. Fossil Butte National Monument

An underrated Wyoming treasure where
you can see incredibly preserved fish, plants,
turtles, and other fossils from a prehistoric lake that
existed over 50 million years ago. Great museum
and scenic hiking trails.

3. Bear River State Park

A beautiful park near Evanston with walking
trails, riverside views, elk and bison viewing areas,
and peaceful picnic spots. It feels surprisingly wild
for being right near town.

4. Bear Lake

Known as the “Caribbean of the Rockies”
because of its unreal turquoise water. Great for
paddleboarding, boating, swimming, beach days,
and famous raspberry shakes.

5. Tony Grove Lake

A gorgeous mountain lake hidden high in
Logan Canyon. Wildflowers, cool temperatures,
hiking trails, and mirror-like water make this one of
the prettiest summer spots in the region.
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6. Napoleon Dynamite House

Fans of the movie love stopping in Preston, Idaho to see filming locations from Napoleon Dynamite. It's
a quirky and surprisingly fun roadside stop.
7. National Oregon/California Trail Center

A highly interactive pioneer museum where visitors can experience what life was like traveling the
Oregon Trail. It's educational without feeling boring.
8. Big Spring Scenic Backway

One of the prettiest drives in southwest Wyoming. The road between Cokeville and Kemmerer passes
rolling hills, rivers, wildlife, and classic wide-open Wyoming scenery.
9. Cokeville Meadows National Wildlife Refuge

A hidden local gem for birdwatching, photography, sunsets, and spotting moose or deer. It's especially
beautiful during early mornings and evenings.
10. Formation Springs Cave

Near Soda Springs, this lesser-known cave area has cool rock formations and natural spring features. A
fun stop for anyone who enjoys quirky outdoor adventures.
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From the Bus Ride to the Finish Line

Yesterday’s track meet in Afton was one that nobody on the team will forget anytime soon. Before the
meet even started, everyone was exhausted from the long bus ride there. Athletes leaned against windows
trying to stay awake, and even the team photographer, Jaden Price, was practically half asleep by the time
the bus arrived. Despite how tired everyone felt, the moment the team stepped onto the track, the energy
completely changed.

As soon as events began, everyone switched into their A-game. Athletes were constantly sprinting
across the field trying to make it to events on time. Kynleigh Davis hurried from discus to long jump without
slowing down, while Heber worked as quickly as possible at pole vault so he could also make it to long jump.
There was barely any time to rest because every athlete seemed to be competing in multiple events all
across the stadium.

The athletes were not the only ones running around. Jaden was constantly racing between events
with his camera, trying to capture every important moment of the day. Since this was the only track meet he
could attend, he wanted every photo to be perfect. “One of the most notable moments | remember,” said
Jaden, “was when Cade Thompson tried to pole vault over a bar and straddled the bar in a near perfect split
on the way down. Got a nice photo for that.”

Once the running events started, the entire atmosphere of the meet changed. The crowd became
louder, teammates gathered near the fences to cheer each other on, and the runners lined up with nervous
excitement written across their faces. Every race seemed intense from the very beginning, whether it was the
quick burst of the sprints or the longer distance races that tested endurance. Athletes pushed themselves
through exhaustion, determined to finish strong no matter how tired they were from the long day.

The relay races especially brought out the energy in everyone. Teammates shouted encouragement
as runners sprinted down the track, trying to gain every second possible before handing off the baton. You
could hear spikes pounding against the track and coaches yelling splits from the sidelines. Even after
competing in multiple field events earlier in the day, many athletes still gave everything they had left during
the running events. Their effort showed how committed the team was to supporting each other and competing
hard until the very last race.

At the same time, many athletes tried not to make funny faces whenever they passed Jaden because
they knew he was taking photos nonstop. Everyone noticed the effort he was putting in as he sprinted from
one side of the track to the other. Later, Jaden joked, “Those were not running shoes and quite literally felt like
my feet were on fire.” All in all, everyone did their very best, and Cokeville Panthers was able to take home
quite a few medals by the end of the meet. It was a long and exhausting day, but the hard work and
determination from every athlete paid off. Good job to everyone who competed and represented their team
with pride.

- Jaden Price
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Spotlights

Senior Spotlight: McCall Murdock

McCall Murdock is a senior who has made
the most of her high school experience by staying
involved and bringing her personality into everything
she does. She has participated in track, cheer, and
choir, balancing her activities while building strong
friendships along the way.

Known for her fun personality, McCall is
someone who loves to make others laugh. Whether
it's a clever joke or a quick comment, she is always
ready to brighten someone’s day. Her friends would
describe her as fun, kind, and easy to be around,
which has helped her create some of her favorite
high school memories, especially the time she has
spent with friends.

One class that stood out to McCall during
her high school years was math, and she credits
Ms. Call as a teacher who made a lasting impact on
her. Looking back, McCall says she wishes she had
not procrastinated as much and encourages
underclassmen to work hard and stay on top of
things.

Outside of school, McCall enjoys listening to
“Cowgirls” by Morgan Wallen, playing the piano,
and, if she had the choice, eating steak forever. She
is proud of herself for staying on top of her
schoolwork and getting everything done, showing
her determination and growth over the years. Since
her freshman year, she feels she has become more
friendly and smarter.

After graduation, McCall plans to go on a
service mission and is looking forward to what the
future holds, especially spending time at home.
When asked what she will miss most, she said Ms.
Verig, a teacher who clearly meant a lot to her.
However, she will not miss track quite as much.

If her high school life were turned into a
movie, McCall would call it “Best High Schooler in
the World: McCall Murdock,” which perfectly
matches her fun and confident personality.

McCall is a sweet and caring person who will
do whatever it takes to make someone smile. She is
always ready with a joke and brings positive energy
wherever she goes. While she is known for her
kindness, she jokes that the only person she would
be ready to take down in a fistfight is her younger
sister, Geneva.

With her humor, kindness, and
determination, McCall Murdock leaves behind a
memorable mark on her school and the people
around her.

- Briquelle Peck

Tim's Track Spotlight

What inspired you to become a track coach?

| really enjoyed running in high school, and | enjoy
watching kids work hard and succeed.

What values do you try to teach your athletes?
Hard work and the ability to push through
challenging times.

How do you motivate athletes after a tough
performance?

It usually happens to everyone. Keep working hard
and you’ll do better next time.

What is your coaching style?

| want to push my athletes to be the best they can
be.

What qualities make a successful track athlete?
Hard work, dedication, self motivation, and
positivity.

How do you help athletes balance school and
sports?

By being reasonable with athletes who need to miss
practice for school responsibilities.

What has been your proudest moment as a
coach?

When | have helped athletes reach their goals.
How do you build teamwork in a mostly
individual sport?

When individuals work hard and push through tough
times, it brings them together as a team.

What advice would you give to new athletes
joining track?

Always remember to work hard and give your best
effort.

How do you handle pressure during important
meets?
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| hype my athletes up because they are usually the ones feeling the pressure.
What life lessons can athletes learn from track?

Even when you think you cannot run anymore or do something difficult, you can still push through and do it.
What challenges do athletes face most often, and how do you help them overcome them?

Athletes often struggle with thinking they cannot do something. | help them by encouraging and hyping them
up.

How has track changed over the years since you started coaching?

| have stopped doing the exercises with the kids. Now | am older and have a hurt back.

What do you enjoy most about coaching young athletes?

| enjoy watching them grow both on and off the track.

What goals do you have for your team this season?

For both the boys and girls teams to become state champions.

Favorite Track Memory

Coach Tim shared that one of his favorite memories was a team trip to Topgolf, where Mr. Barnes accidentally
sprayed chocolate sauce all over the wall. He said it is still something that makes him laugh today. -

- Airica Brook

Artist Spotlight

Each month, we enjoy featuring an artist; this month we celebrate Kashton who is toad-ally Talented. He
proves creativity can leap off the page.
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School News

CES PTO: Take Time for Your Students Education

Parent involvement makes a powerful difference in a child’s school experience, and joining the

PTO is one of the easiest ways to stay connected and make an impact. Our PTO supports activities
that students truly look forward to, including the new Ski School Days added this year, Lunch with a
Buddy, the school Carnival, End-of-Year celebrations, and summer school completion parties. By
attending meetings and events, parents can share ideas, support teachers, and help create these
meaningful opportunities for students. It also shows your children that you are invested in their
education and the community, setting a positive example for them to be involved in their own
community. Even a small amount of time can strengthen our school environment and help every
student succeed. We would love to see more families join us!

- Editorial Board

CES Newsletter Information

Welcoming in the new warm weather, spring is officially here!!!! Don't forget to stay hydrated

by bringing a water bottle and taking sips throughout the day during this warm weather, and
remember to apply/re-apply sunscreen. Don't forget, students can now wear shorts to school starting
May 4th. PLEASE FOLLOW THE DRESS CODE.

Sunday May 10th, 2026: HAPPY MOTHERS DAY!

Monday, May 11, 2026: Students will need to report to their 1st hour class to check in for
attendance. Please make sure to take careful attendance so we have an accurate count
before loading the buses. An announcement will be made over the intercom when students
should load the buses.

Bus 1: 12th, 10th, and 8th grades

Bus 2: 11th, 9th, and 7th grades

May 14, 2026: The 7th and 8th grade students who completed the 40 Book Challenge will be
bused to the movie theater in Montpelier to watch Cool Runnings. Permission slips must be
returned to Mrs. Cox by Wednesday morning.

May 18, 2026: The CES assessment reward trip is scheduled to recognize students for their
effort and focus during assessment season. We are proud of the dedication our students have
shown and look forward to celebrating their success.

May 20th, 2026: Cokeville High School Awards Assembly will be held at 7:00 PM.

May 21, 2026: Accelerated Reader (AR) points are due. Please continue to encourage your
students to read each night as they work toward their individual goals.

May 26, 2026: The 5th grade will participate in their annual egg drop activity to practice
problem solving skills.

May 28, 2026: The AR water party is scheduled to celebrate reading success.

Please remember that some activities may vary depending on weather conditions. Please watch for
further communications.

- Airica Brook



